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I have been teaching at the University “Ukraine” for almost 10 years. University has 22 years of experience in education, based on the principles of an inclusive educational environment. University was the first in Ukraine to build a barrier-free campus and create an inclusive educational space to ensure access for people with disabilities to higher education. University teachers have extensive experience working with disabled with different types of nosology. Students with disabilities not only study with their peers, but also participate in community and volunteer work, scientific and creative competitions, Universiades and international Paralympic and Deaflympic Games. There is a system of support for students with special educational needs from admission to the university, during the period of study to employment and career growth. And now, during the war, these special needs are growing even more!
For 2 years we have been working mainly online due to the spread of coronavirus, just used to such work, as we are faced with new challenges!
With the beginning of Russia's military aggression against Ukraine our lives have changed completely. At the beginning of the war (in February and March) there were no classes at all, both students and teachers were shocked. We started studying in April and extended our studies until mid-July. In early April, if there were sirens during the lessons, the teacher said: "Let's come back after them," and went to a safe corridor, or immediately escorted the lessons out of storage, and students also went to the corridor more often and waited for the end of sirens. Already in May, almost no one – neither students nor teachers – respond to the sounds of alarming sirens. Now they just say on the lessons: "Oh, we have a siren" and no one interrupts to go to a safe place. This trend is scary, people are used to war!
According to observations, up to 25% of students are present in Zoom classes, others study on the online platform or do not study. For some students this is really caused by life problems or drastic changes – being abroad, in cramped rooms with a large number of people; problems with internet connection. But many of them don’t have such problems, but they use the opportunity don’t go to online classes. After all now teachers are understanding this. This greatly reduces the motivation of students to study.
The psychological state of teachers and students is constantly changing, it is wavy: from despair at the imminent end of the war and a lack of understanding of how to live on to the belief that there is very little left and soon everything will fall into place.
Students are often in a situation that they haven’t a computer, can only learn from the phone, and this makes it impossible to prepare quality academic papers or dissertations, in fact, they can only pass tests and perform small creative tasks. Where it was possible we have replaced theses with final exams, because it is very difficult to ensure the quality of theses now.
There is often a problem of poor communication, and you can always say that "there was no connection")).
Psychologically, at first everyone had fear in the war (the first one-two weeks), and then it turned into anger, now it is very important to direct this negative energy in a positive direction. No one has canceled post-traumatic syndrome, often we do not understand the consequences and do not see changes even in their behavior and psycho-emotional state.
Often in lessons teachers try to reassure students, explain their point of view on the situation, on the surrounding events, find out who and where, in what conditions – this psycho-emotional support is very important. In a state of anxiety the brain does not absorb new knowledge.
Some students and teachers are located in the occupied territories, we have two branches located in the occupied regions of Ukraine – Melitopol and Nova Kahovka.
It is worth noting how life has changed for students with disabilities.
Deaf students, for example, do not hear the alarm, now there is a vibration alarm, but at first they did not understand anything, it was problematic to convey information about the action plan in critical situations. Deaf students now choose to perform tasks on an online platform, almost do not go to Zoom classes.
Blind people, people in wheelchairs, or in general with violations of the musculoskeletal system – could not go to shelter, evacuate, many of them are now abroad. Lack of live communication with peers significantly affects their psycho-emotional state.
In general, many students think that education is not important now, and teachers can not explain to them that life goes on and their task is to study now, so that after the Victory there was someone to rebuild the country.
Teachers still have jobs, at least at the University “Ukraine”, of course everything will depend on the enrollment of students for the next academic year, everyone understands this and everyone subconsciously has a fear of losing job. Many of the school alumni who were going to enter the Ukrainian universities this year are staying abroad with their families, and many have nowhere to return. However, we all believe in the Victory and the return of Ukrainian children to a free Motherland! Glory to Ukraine! 
And finally I want to say many thanks to everybody in the World who support Ukraine in this Holy war for Freedom. Glory to Heroes!
